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PLT Title 

Progress v. Achievement: How do we communicate about our students? 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

The fifth grade reporting tool says “Progress Report” at the top. Is that how we really use it? This PLT examined the 

literature to refine our thinking about progress reports versus report cards. We began with the presumption that the 

current reporting tool is used inconsistently. We surveyed the fifth grade faculty seeking consensus. We sought to build 

a foundation from which to begin the process of creating a new reporting tool for fifth grade.  

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Sybil Fetter* Chenery 5 

Danielle Sardella Chenery 5 

Yasmin Khan Chenery 5 

Mea Hilton Chenery 5 

Theresa Duff Chenery 5 

   

   

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  

By June 2014 we will clarify community consensus about the purpose of the tool for reporting fifth grade student 
progress. 
 

 
Key Actions 

Revised  Key Actions: 

1. Collected and examined reporting tools of districts similar to ours in our region. 

2. Identified commonalities among reporting tools of districts similar to ours in our region. 

3. Identified and examined "best practices"/professional literature with regard to progress reporting of early 

middle school/fifth grade.  

1. Created a survey and distributed to fifth grade colleagues. 

2. By May we will have conducted a survey and have drawn conclusions about community consensus on the 

purpose of the reporting tool. Survey results received and analyzed by April 30. 

 

 
Findings  

There are multiple approaches to reporting student progress: narrative, standards based 
(could be a checklist or scale), or comparative or norm based (ranking children compared to 
one another or to a norm). Our current model is a combination of standards based and 
narrative. 



 
Our survey shows that although we share common language there is minimal consistency 
across the grade on how teachers report progress and achievement.   
All survey respondents agreed with the distinction that "progress report" implies progress 
toward a standard or expectation, and "report card" implies reporting mastery or 
achievement of a standard or expectation. Consistent language is important as we move 
forward.  
The inconsistencies in how fifth grade teachers report progress and achievement include… 

 Three survey respondents indicated they report only progress via the current fifth 
grade reporting tool; eight report achievement or a blend of achievement and 
progress.  

 Survey respondents are nearly equally split on whether they communicate both 
progress and achievement. Those who indicated their methods of communication 
mentioned a broad range of tools: Friday folders, requiring test and assessments to be 
signed, goal-setting, emails, and phone calls, among others. 

 Comments seem to show that some teachers utilize Friday Folders to report progress 
and to set goals.   

 There is also inconsistency in the audience teachers write for. Eight fifth grade teachers 
indicated they write progress reports” for parents and guardians only.  Three write for 
both parents/guardians and children. None write for children only. 

 
 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

 Develop common, building-wide expectations about purpose, audience, and 
frequency of reporting. 

 Create a new reporting method/tool for grade 5 that is aligned to the common 
core standards. 

 Professional development/training on expectations for using the fifth grade 
reporting tool.  

 Identify technology to ease reporting process as grade 5 moves to 2-teacher 
team model. 

 

 


